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BAY YOUTH SYMPHONY
2010-2011 Orchestra Season 

Student/Parent Handbook

MEMBERSHIP POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND EXPECTATIONS
1.  Participation in BaYS is a full year commitment and students in Symphony or Sinfonia must be taking lessons on their orchestral instrument with a private teacher.  Dolce Strings students are urged to study privately as well. 

2.  Students who participate in BaYS are required to participate in their school instrumental program if there is one.  We want to support all school music programs.
3.  Members are required to attend ALL REHEARSALS and CONCERTS unless excused by the Conductor.  Check calendars for dates and plan ahead.  Students who miss a dress rehearsal may be asked not to play in the concert.
4.  If a student must leave a rehearsal early, arrive late, or miss a rehearsal completely, he/she must complete an Absence Form (a copy is at the back of this handbook, and also on the website), and submit it to the Managing Director according to the schedule outlined on the form.  If a student does not submit an official absence form, the absence will be considered unexcused.  If a student misses two rehearsals for a concert, excused or unexcused, he/she will be required to play specific sections of their music for a BaYS staff member before being permitted to play in the concert.  Emails and phone messages, while appreciated, are not considered official notification for our records.  
5.  Punctuality is essential.  Students should arrive at rehearsals 15 minutes early to allow time for tuning and set-up.  Rehearsals will start promptly at 6:30 for Symphony and Sinfonia, 6:00 for Dolce Strings.  
6.  A respectful and attentive attitude is expected at all rehearsals.  Talking during rehearsals should take place ONLY if a member is helping his stand partner with the music; a section leader is explaining something to his/her section; or questions are being asked of the music director.  Cell phones should be turned off or set on vibrate, and are not to be used except during the break or at the end of rehearsal.  Students who do not adhere to this basic standard of behavior will be given a warning, and then, at the discretion of the conductor, may be put on probation and risk exclusion from the program. 
7.  Music must be well prepared by the student at home.  Daily practice of the orchestra music is expected, as is taking the music to your private teacher for help if needed.  Rehearsals are for working on music that is already well learned.  Failure to prepare for rehearsals will result in a written warning to the student and his or her parents.  If the problem persists, the student may be excluded from the program.
8.  Students are expected to have the following items with them at each rehearsal:

· Their own music/folder (a 1” 3-hole binder with plastic sleeve on cover, black)
· A sharpened pencil with an eraser

· Instrument specific items – spare strings, rosin, reeds, valve oil, etc.

10.  Refreshments and water will be sold during rehearsal breaks.  All items are $1.00.
11.  For reasons of safety and security, students must remain in the designated areas of the building for rehearsals, breaks, and while waiting to be picked up.  Appropriate and courteous behavior is expected at all times. 

12.  Students may be requested to assist with the set-up and break-down of the rehearsal area if necessary.
DRESS CODE FOR CONCERTS
Symphony Orchestra:
Girls:  Black dress or black skirt (mid-calf or longer)/ Black pants, black blouse, black shoes and black tights or nylons.  No tennis shoes, sandals, white shoes, or white tights.

Boys:  Black tuxedo or jacket, black dress pants, long sleeve white shirt, black bowtie, black shoes and black socks.  No sneakers, sandals, or white socks.  



Sinfonia and Dolce Strings:
Girls:  Black skirt (mid-calf or longer)/Black pants, white blouse, black shoes and black tights or nylons.  No tennis shoes, sandals, white shoes, or white tights.
Boys:  Black dress pants, long sleeve white shirt, long tie, black shoes and black socks.  No sneakers, sandals, or white socks. 
DIRECTIONS TO REHEARSAL/CONCERT SITES
Duxbury Performing Arts Center (PAC):

From north or south:
· Take Route 3 to exit 11 (Route 14/Duxbury/Pembroke)

· Follow Route 14 East, through round-about, past Duxbury Police Station

· Route 14 bears to the right just past the Police Station

· Continue straight through the traffic light at the intersection of Route 14 and Route 3A

· Rt. 14 becomes St. George St.

· Turn right onto Alden St. (just before the Percy Walker Pool)

· Follow signs to PAC/Alden School

· Turn left into driveway at the Duxbury Free Library

· The PAC is the tall striped building on your left

· Continue around to the back of the building to the main entrance and parking

Duxbury High School Music Area:

· Follow directions above, but do not turn onto Alden St.

· Soon after Alden St. you will see the high school on your left

· Turn left into the first entrance by the DHS sign

· Continue straight toward the back of the building

· You will see the music department entrance on your right, set back next to the auditorium

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES
In the event of snow or other weather emergencies, we will email every student and parent no later than 4:30 on the afternoon of the scheduled rehearsal.  We will also place a cancellation announcement on the BaYS phone extension, by 4:30 (781-749-7565 x32).
Cancelled rehearsals will generally not be rescheduled.

BaYS STAFF
Mr. James Vinci – Music Director and Conductor of the Symphony – Graduate of the University of Connecticut and Cambridge College. Retired  Orchestra Director for the Duxbury, Ma. Public Schools

Mr. Nicholas Tatarka – Conductor of the Sinfonia – Graduate of Boston University with degrees in Music Education and Performance.  His principle instrument is the String Bass.  Mr. Tatarka is Orchestra Director for the Duxbury Public Schools.

Ms. Theresa Johnson – Conductor of Dolce Strings - Graduate of the University of Rochester and the Eastman School of Music.  Strings specialist for the Pembroke, Ma. Public Schools

Mr. Steven Karidoyanes – Artistic Advisor – Music Director and Conductor of the Plymouth Philharmonic Orchestra, the Masterworks Chorale, and the New England Conservatory Youth Symphony.
Mrs. Candace Kniffen –Managing Director – Graduate of the University of Michigan and Harvard University. Retired Director of Music and Middle and High School Orchestra Director for the Marshfield, Ma. Public Schools.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Conservatory, BaYS phone


781-749-7565 x32
Email address




c.kniffen@sscmusic.org
